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History of Dursey Island since 800AD

The Vikings in Dursey

The Viking Age in Ireland was from 800 AD to 1150 AD,
and during that time they used Dursey Island as a slave
"depot." They held their Irish slaves there until they had
enough to fill a ship to go home to Scandinavia,

The Monastery

Philip wrote that this monastic chapel, already in ruins by
1602, was built by a Spanish bishop named Bonaventure and
later dismantled by pirates. It had Franciscan associations
and probably dates from the eady 16th century. At the west
end, in a tomb with an inscrpdon from 1787, lie
descendants of the O Sullivan Beare chiefrains who held the
Lordship of Beara from the 14th century.

The Dursey Massacre

Chiefrain Donal Cam was with the Irish forces resisting Royalist
rule that lost the Battle of Kinsale against Queen Elizabeth’s
army in December 1601. He prepared Dursey Island as the last
stronghold, entrusting it to an ally who garrsoned it with 40 men.
In June 1602, English commander Sir Geonge Carew besieged
Dwonal Cam’s castle at Dunboy near Castlerownbere and also sent
vessels carrying 160 men to capture the Oiledn Beag stronghaold.
Donal Cam’s cousin and dval Owen O%Sullivan from Keakill
aided this operation because as part of a bitter feud, Donal Cam
had kidnapped Owen's wife, and she was being held captive there.

Omn Sunday the 13th of December, the military landed on Dursey
and laonched a coordinated assault on the island. One party
manned a cannon on osing ground overlooking the castle, while
the ruined monastery walls served as cover tor another group.
Cannons were fired from the ship Metlin, and a detachment came
ashore at a cove on the east side of the Island. The defenders,
outnumbered and oagunned, surrendered after a few hours,
They were later hanged at Dunboy. The victors released Orwen’s
wife and soon aftervards razed the castle; today only the
foundations remain. According to Philip O°Sullivan, the soldiers
burned houses and the church and slaughtered over 300 people,
mainly old men, women and children; most of them were his
father’s tenants on Dursey Island,

Pacata Hibernia makes no mention of a massacre then but does
describe another raid on Dursey six months later when the Medin
returned with soldiers. They seized livestock and a vessel Donal
Cam had there in readiness to escape to Spain and then “put to
the sword the churs who inhabited there in®, It is likely that
civilizns were killed on both occasions and Philip O Sullivan's
graphic narratve combined events of the two attacks,

Dursey Island: 1602-1603

Two 17th-century accounts descnbe the tragic events on
Dursey trom 1602-1603: Pacata Hibernia, the English
military record, and The Catholic History of Ireland by
Philip O'Sullivan, who was born on Dursey €,1590 and
left for Spain in eady 1602, never to return.

The (FSullivan Castle

The small island close by, barely separated from Dursey, is
Oriledan Beag. Here Philip’s father Diarmuid (born €.1533),
uncle of chieftain Donal Cam O Sullivan Beare, built a
castle or fort on the higher ground. A drawbridge once
connected Oiledn Beag to Dursey.

The Inhabitants of Dursey

The people in Dursey Island have lived from the sea and
the land over the last 400 years. In the winter months
fishermen from Dursey fished the markere]l and herring and
over the summer months fished for lobster and crabs. The
fish from the sea with their farm animals and vegetables
gave the people a healthy diet.

Dursey Island Today

The Cable Car

Dursey Island

Dursey is accessed via Ireland’ only cable car. Opened in 1969, it runs about 250 m. above the sea and takes six people or one large animal at a dmel

Wild Life in the Dursey Island Area

Whale and Dolphin Watching

In the early 1990s, the Irish Government declared the coastal
waters of Ireland a whale and dolphin sanctuary. The first of its
kind in Europe, this designation paved the way for whale
watching in Ireland to become a prime activity for the many
visitors to this country, Coastal waters off the southwest of
Ireland are a summer feeding ground for a number of whale
species and a year-round home for several resident dolphin
species, including the Harbour Porpoise. Baleen Whales
commonly seen off the south coast include Fin Whales and
Minke Whales, making whale watching in Ireland some of the
best in Europe, Humpback whales are also seen off the
southwest coast. These large marine mammals feed in Irish
waters for over seven months of the year on a vadety of small
shoaling fish and may be seen just a few kilometers offshore, To
date, 24 species of the word's whales and dolphins have been
recorded in Insh waters. In recent years, over 12 cemacean species

Huk.m_g Shark

Choughs

The Beara coastline is famous for Choughs. This bird is a
member of the crow family. Choughs make for a truly enpaging
species to study because of their acrobatic antics often
accompanied by sharp "chaaow™ calls. They inhabit windswept
coastal regions of Ireland giving rise to the name "Sea Crow This
bird has glossy black plumage, a long curved red bill, red legs, and
a loud, ringing call. It has a buoyant acrobatic flight with widely
spread primary feathers. The Red-hilled Chough pairs for life and
displays fidelity to its breeding sive, which is usually a cave or
crevice in a cliff face. It builds a woaol-lined stick nest and lays
three epps. It feeds, often in flocks, on short grazed prassland,
taking mainly invertebrate prey.

Cranner

have been seen in the clear,
unpolluted West Cork waters,
making these waters one of
the richest areas for whale

watching in Ireland.

The most common encounter
off the Beara coast line are
Common Dolphin & b T .
Bottlenose dolphins. These Baottlencse Lolpkin
dolphins travel in groups of 5-6 up to several hundred and are

seen regularly in Dursey Sound.

Sharks

Contrary to popular belief, sharks do occur around the
coasts of Ireland, from the small-Spotted Catshark wo the
large streamlined Porbeagle and plankton-eating Basking
Shark, At least half of Insh sharks, including the Dogfish,
Porbeagle and Basking Shark, are resident off the Irish
coast all year roond.

Basking shark

Itis called the basking shark because it is most often
obhserved when feeding at the surface and appears o be
basking in the warmer water there. The basking shark is
often seen at the dursey sound feeding on plankton with its
mouth open. Studies in 2003 proved that basking sharks do
not hibernate, showing thar they are active year-round. In
winter, basking sharks can move to depths of up to 900
metres (3,000 ft) to feed on deep water plankton.

Chiough

Gannets at Dursey Sound

Grannets are large black and white birds with yellow heads, They have long, pointed

wings and long bills. Northern Gannets are the langest seabirds in the Morth
Atantc with a wingspan of up to two metres,

Crannets hunt fish by diving from a height into the sea and pursuing their prey
underwater this sight is often seen at Dursey Sound.

Gannets have a number of adaptations which enable them to do this:

* they have no external nossrils

*  they have air sacs in their face and chest under their skin which act ke hubble wmapping
cushinning the impact with cthe water;

*  their eyes are positioned far encugh forward on their face to give them binocular vision

*  Cranpets can dive from o beighe of 30m, achieving speeds of 100 kmy/h as they swike the
water, enabling them oo catch fsh much deeper than moss airharne binds.

*  The gannet's supposed capacity for ezting large quanttes of fish bas ked oo *ganmet
becoming a disapproving description of somebody whee eats oocessively, similar o "glurton™,

*  (zannets are colonal breeders on Elands and coases, and they noemally lay one chalky ble
ek [t mkes five pears for Gannets o reach manmisy, First-pear binds ave complecely black,
and subseguent sub-adult plumayes show increasing amounis of white



